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illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: . . . writing: since we have lost the Saxon characters and that distinguished Hath been
enquired of in w. And this for the letters. This letter or character which our early ancestors called thorn--our
ancestors and those who lived just before the printing of books have misused to express those letters which we
now, through the great error of our teachers, write th; as be, bou, bat, bem, bese, bick. When the softer sound
was to be expressed, they wrote it above the ling; when the harder on the same line. | call that softer which the
Anglo-Saxons expressed by , harder by b. For the Saxon corresponds to that sound of common speech which
the common Greek tongue gives in its 8, or the Spanish d, their softer letter, as when they say verdad for
veritatem. But that thorn b seems to bring down to us the 9 of the Greeks. Though th does not rightly give the
sound of 6. For if 6 were not a change of sound other than the addition of an aspirate, it would have been
equally easy for the Greeks to add an aspirate to the, as they did to the r. OF THE DIPHTHONGS Diphthongs are
the complexions or couplings of vowels, when the two letters send forth a joint sound, so as in one syllabe both
sounds be heard; as in Ai, or Ay, aid, maid, said, pay, day, way. Au, or Aw, audience, author, aunt, law, saw,...
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