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Education of the University of Colorado, Vol. 1: Certain Aspects of Educational Progress Sociology is the science
which considers the fundamental laws of association and the means of social progress. It is thus distinguished
from the special problems of human association treated in Economics, Political Science, Ethics, etc. Sociology
as a distinct science is comparatively new, but it is increasingly engaging the attention of thinkers and
philanthropists and gives promise of large results for human betterment. The theme proposed is a large and
difficult one, and calls for a summary of some accepted views with more or less reference to leading writers. It
must be understood, however, that the personal equation will enter into the entire treatment of the subject.
Principles. Many theories regarding the basal principle of association have been advanced. We may quote that
of Professor Giddings, who finds the original subjective social element to be consciousness of kind. He thus
defines his meaning: The consciousness of kind is that pleasurable state of mind which includes organic
sympathy, the perception of resemblance, conscious or reflective sympathy, affection, and the desire for
recognition. Together with the struggle for life appears the social tendency as the struggle for the life of others -
the germ of altruism. Instinctive association later becomes conscious and purposeful, and what is called the
social mind is developed. Society advances by survival of the fittest ideals and forms of organization. That
society is not a self-shaping organism is now generally admitted. Even Herbert Spencer, after the extensive use
which he makes of his device to set forth the organization of society, explains that...
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