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Verlag Dr. Kovac, Hamburg, 2006. Softcover. Book Condition:
neu. 1. Auflage. Regensburger Studien zur Internationalen
Politik, Band 1 174 pages. The proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction (WMD), international terrorism, and their nexus are
widely regarded as the gravest threats to peace and stability in
the 21st century. To counter these threats, the Bush
Administration formulated the National Security Strategy 2002,
announcing that the U.S. "will, if necessary, act preemptively" to
forestall the proliferation of WMD and their acquisition by
terrorists. Its declaration and, subsequent, application against
Iraq in 2003, caused much criticism and debate, which has
raised a lot of questions regarding America`s policy of military
preemption. Contrary to charges of being a radically new
concept formulated by a trigger-happy, neoconservative
administration, the author shows that the use of military force
to prevent WMD-proliferation is not new to U.S.
counterproliferation policy. What is new, however, is that NSS
2002 equates preemption with prevention. Indeed, since the Cold
War ended, America acted militarily in a preventive way several
times to counter the proliferation of WMD: Operations Desert
Storm (1991), Desert Fox (1998) and Iraqi Freedom (2003) were,
amongst other things, designed to reduce Iraq`s WMD
capabilities. In 1994, the Clinton...
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