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Audible Studios on Brilliance, United States, 2016. CD-Audio. Book Condition: New. Unabridged. 171 x 133 mm.
Language: English . Brand New. The actual facts of Miguel de Cervantes life seem to be snatched from an epic
tale: An impoverished and talented young poet nearly kills a man in a duel and is forced into exile; later, he
distinguishes himself in battle and is severely wounded, losing the use of his left hand; on his way back to Spain
his ship is captured by pirates and he is sold into slavery in Algiers; after prolonged imprisonment and failed
escape attempts, he makes his way back home, eventually settling in a remote village in La Mancha to create
his masterpiece, the first modern novel in Western literature: Don Quixote. Taking the bare bones of Cervantes
life, Jaime Manrique has accomplished a singular feat: an engaging and highly accessible interpretation of a
brilliant, enigmatic man and his epoch. Manrique breathes vivid life into his characters, transporting listeners
viscerally into his story as he makes full use of its inherent suspense and drama, its pathos and ironies, its
colorful locales and momentous events. It all begins with two bright youths in Madrid whose rivalry over a
beautiful woman will shape the course of their lives. Miguel de Cervantes is the passionate one, handsome,
gifted, reckless, and ambitious, but from a family fallen on hard times and suspected of being tainted with
Jewish blood. His classmate Luis de Lara, a wealthy but awkward aristocrat, as well as mediocre poet, from one
of the most powerful families in Spain, is engaged to his beautiful cousin Mercedes. When 22-year-old Miguel
nearly kills someone in a tavern brawl, he is forced to flee to Seville, joining a troupe of traveling actors to
escape a decree ordering that his...
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