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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1920 Excerpt: .grains ranging in size between very fine sand and clay. The former is the
dominant constituent of most of the soils of the area. Silt is more conspicuous in the soils of the necks
bordering Chesapeake Bay and the Chesapeake forelands than elsewhere in the area, though it is also the main
material of the loam soils throughout the drainage divide of the uplands. Small areas of soil containing a
considerable quantity of quartz gravel are encountered in a few places within the forelands in northwestern
Accomac County, and the low escarpments between the Talbot and Wicomico plains oDen bear a slight
admixture of the same character. The underlying or substratum material consists of sand, considerably
coarser than the ingredients of the overlying mass, and occurs at a rather uniform depth, about 3 feet below
the surface. This substratum of sand serves to improve the drainage of all of the soil types, but otherwise does
not, as a rule, aEect the character of the soil. Most of the superficial material is derived from underlying and
older Coastal Plain formations, but there is undoubtedly a considerable mingling with this, of sediments and
fine gravels from the region of crystalline rocks to the north. A few large stones which are seen in the forelands
of upper Accomac County bear this out. The components of the soils of the area were originally deposited as
marine sediments, and the textural variations of the several soil types are due primarily to...
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