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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1902 edition. Excerpt: . . . the question, How much time actually elapses between the giving and
forfeiture of the bond The short time is a sheer dramatic illusion; the only true reckoning is that established by
the duration of the bond. In considering the Orestean trilogy, the essential unity of the separate plays should be
constantly borne in mind; though individually complete, they are at the same time related to each other as the
separate acts of a larger dramatic whole. Furthermore, not to stop with merely recognising our poets
accomplished purpose, we should enter into the problem of its execution and look at it, as far as we can, as he
himself viewed it. We should be guided throughout by his own conception of dramatic completeness and by the
observances which he followed in the pursuance of this end. The so-called canon of dramatic unities never
reached a wholly positive stage in the art of Aeschylus, but his plays bear witness that he never departed from
any one of the principles which it enjoined except for the attainment of higher ends. He never violates the rule
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Despite the fact that he transports us from Delphi to Athens, the real setting of his action undergoes no striking
change. The temple of Athena is substituted for that of Apollo, and that is all; the general surroundings are
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